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VIENNA FOR US REP MBFR 

1. DEFENSE MINISTER DEERE' S DIPLOMATIC ADVISOR CONFIRMED, 

APRIL 4, PRESS REPORTS THAT DEERE WILL NOT BE A MEMBER OF 
NEW FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

2. DEERE HAS BEEN SYMBOL OF GAULLIST CONTINUITY AND 
CONSIDERED BY MANY OBSERVERS AS A MAJOR IMPEDIMENT TO IM- 
PROVED ERANCE- US/ NATO DEFENSE COOPERATION. HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE 
BOTH A TACTICAL MISTAKE AND INACCURATE EOR US OFFICIALS TO 
WELCOME DEERE' S DEPARTURE EITHER PUBLICLY OR ON BACKGROUND 

AS AN INDICATION OF FAVORABLE MAJOR EORTHCOMING CHANGES IN 
FRENCH DEFENSE POLICY. 

3. AS SEEN FROM PARIS, OUR PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE IN THIS FIELD 
NOW SHOULD BE TO MAKE IT AS EASY AS POSSIBLE EOR DEERE' S SUC- 
CESSOR TO BUILD UPON THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS IMPROVED US/ NATO- 
FRANCE 

DEFENSE COOPERATION WHICH BEGAN WHILE THIS ORTHODOX GAULLIST 
HEADED THE FRENCH DEEENSE MINISTRY. 

4. THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE THIS IS TO MAINTAIN A " NO COMMENT" 

POLICY IN PUBLIC BUT TO NOTE " ON BACKGROUND" THAT US/ NATO- 
FRANCE DEFENSE RELATIONS HAVE BEEN IMPROVING, ALBEIT AT A 
MEASURED PACE, DURING DEBRE' S TENURE. WE COULD CITE DEERE' S 
JULY 1972 VISIT TO THE US AND THE RECOGNITION IN THE FRENCH 
DEFENSE WHITE PAPER OF THE IMPORTANCE OE THE ALLIANCE TO 
FRANCE AS EXAMPLES OF A MORE PRAGMATIC TRENCH APPROACH TO 
DEFENSE RELATIONS WITH NATO AND THE US. 

5. IN ANY EVENT, BROAD FRENCH DEFENSE POLICY WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE MADE BY PRESIDENT POMPIDOU. ACCORDINGLY, WE SHOULD 
NOT EXPECT ANY RADICAL SHIFTS AS A RESULT OF DEBRE' S DEPARTURE. 
WHAT WE CAN WORK TOWARDS, HOWEVER, IS THE CONTINUED EVOLUTION 
OF FRENCH POLICIES IN DIRECTIONS MORE FAVORABLE TO THE OVER- 
ALL ALLIANCE DETERRENT. CROWING OVER DEBRE' S EALL WILL ONLY 
HINDER THIS EVOLUTION. 

6. NEW DEF MIN EXPECTED BE NAMED TOMORROW. ( INFORMED SPECU- 
LATION FOCUSES ON PPT MINISTER GALLEY WHO IS CON- 
SIDERED ORTHODOX GAULLIST.) 

IRWIN 
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